The Alchemist – Ben Jonson

A recurring dream troubles Santiago, a young and adventurous Andalusian shepherd. He has the dream every time he sleeps under a sycamore tree that grows out of the ruins of a church. During the dream, a child tells him to seek treasure at the foot of the Egyptian pyramids. Santiago consults a gypsy woman to interpret the dream, and to his surprise she tells him to go to Egypt. A strange, magical old man named Melchizedek, who claims to be the King of Salem, echoes the gypsy’s advice and tells Santiago that it is his Personal Legend to journey to the pyramids. Melchizedek convinces Santiago to sell his flock and set off to Tangier. When Santiago arrives in Tangier, a thief robs him, forcing him to find work with a local crystal merchant. The conservative and kindly merchant teaches Santiago several lessons, and Santiago encourages the merchant to take risks with his business. The risks pay off, and Santiago becomes a rich man in just a year.

Santiago decides to cash in his earnings and continue pursuing his Personal Legend: to find treasure at the pyramids. He joins a caravan crossing the Sahara desert toward Egypt and meets an Englishman who is studying to become an alchemist. He learns a lot from the Englishman during the journey. For one, he learns that the secret of alchemy is written on a stone called the Emerald Tablet. The ultimate creation of alchemy is the Master Work, which consists of a solid called the Philosophers' Stone that can turn lead to gold, and a liquid called the Elixir of Life that can cure all ills. Santiago learns the Englishman is traveling with the caravan to the Saharan oasis of Al-Fayoum, where a powerful, 200-year-old alchemist resides. The Englishman plans to ask the alchemist the secret of his trade.

As it turns out, the caravan must make an extended stop in Al-Fayoum in order to avoid increasingly violent tribal wars taking place in the desert. There, Santiago falls in love with Fatima, who lives at the oasis. During a walk in the desert, Santiago witnesses an omen that portends an attack on the historically neutral oasis. He warns the tribal chieftains of the attack, and as a result, Al-Fayoum successfully defends itself against the assault. The alchemist gets word of Santiago’s vision and invites Santiago on a trip into the desert, during which he teaches Santiago about the importance of listening to his heart and pursuing his Personal Legend. He convinces Santiago to leave Fatima and the caravan for the time to finish his journey to the pyramids, and he offers to accompany Santiago on the next leg of his trip.

While the alchemist and Santiago continue through the desert, the alchemist shares much of his wisdom about the Soul of the World. They are mere days away from the pyramids when a tribe of Arab soldiers captures them. In exchange for his life and the life of Santiago, the alchemist hands over to the tribe all of Santiago’s money and tells the soldiers that Santiago is a powerful alchemist who will turn into wind within three days. Santiago feels alarmed because he has no idea how to turn into the wind, and over the next three days he contemplates the desert. On the third day, he communicates with the wind and the sun and coaxes them to help him create a tremendous sandstorm. He prays to the Hand That Wrote All, and at the height of the storm he disappears. He reappears on the other side of the camp, and the tribesmen, awed by the power of the storm and by Santiago’s ability, let him and the alchemist go free.

The alchemist continues to travel with Santiago as far as a Coptic monastery several hours from the pyramids. There, he demonstrates to Santiago his ability to turn lead into gold using the Philosopher’s Stone. He gives Santiago gold and sends him off. Santiago begins digging for the treasure at the foot of the pyramids, but two men accost him and beat him. When Santiago speaks to them about his dream vision, they decide he must have no money and let him live. Before leaving, one of the men tries to illustrate the worthlessness of dreams by telling Santiago about his own dream. It concerns a treasure buried in an abandoned church in Spain where a sycamore tree grows. The church is the same one in which Santiago had his original dream, and he finally understands where his treasure is. He returns to Spain to find a chest of jewels and gold buried under the tree, and plans to return with it to Al-Fayoum, where he will reunite with Fatima, who awaits him.

The Duchess of Malfi
The Duchess of Malfi summary play revolves around the life of the Duchess. Furthermore, the Duchess is a young widow and she begins to love Antonio. Moreover, Antonio is a lower-class man. Duke Ferdinand and the Cardinal are the brothers of the Duchess. Furthermore, these brothers are evil and disapprove of Antonio. However, their marriage takes place in secret. Also, they have three children.

The Duchess and Antonio try to escape the danger.  Antonio and their eldest child are successful in escaping. However, Bosola, the servant of the Duchess, betrays her. Consequently, she and the other two children face execution.  Bosola turns against Ferdinand and the Cardinal due to this injustice. He then decides to take revenge. The Duchess of Malfi summary ends with intense violence. The Cardinal murders his mistress after confessing his crime. Finally, Bosola kills the Cardinal but he and Ferdinand kill each other.

The Duchess of Malfi summary takes place in Italy.  One of the most important The Duchess of Malfi characters is the Duchess herself. This play takes place in sixteenth-century Malfi.

The Duchess is a young widow and has two brothers. These two brothers are Ferdinand and the Cardinal. These brothers visit their sister. Antonio is a lower-class man who manages the household.

Before leaving the Duchess, her brother Ferdinand asks Bosola to spy on her. This spying was to ensure that she does not marry and remains chaste. Showing reluctance at first, Bososla agrees to spy for Ferdinand.

Ferdinand and the Cardinal tell their sister that remarriage is not proper. She insists that she will not remarry. However, she sets a plan to propose to Antonio after her brothers left. Consequently, she and Antonio end up marrying.

Nine months later the Duchess is pregnant. Bosola tries to prove himself by providing her with apricots. There was this belief that apricots can induce labour. The Duchess becomes sick after consuming those apricots.

Bosola writes a letter to the Duchess’s brothers informing them about the child. The brothers become incensed after learning this news.

Ferdinand grows quite angry while the Cardinal maintains his calm. Ferdinand, however, refuses to take action until he knows the father’s identity.

Antonio and the Duchess later had two more children. Ferdinand surprises the Duchess and she tells him about her marriage. Moreover, Ferdinand warns her not to reveal the name of her lover or else terrible violence would result.

The Duchess makes a false accusation that Antony had stolen from her. Most noteworthy, her aim behind this was to protect Antony. Consequently, the banishing of Antony takes place to Ancona.

Out of town, Bosola receives a threatening letter from Ferdinand. As a result, the Duchess asks Antonio to leave her along with the oldest child. Soon afterwards, the Duchess and the children became captives.

Now things turn ugly in ‘The Duchess of Malfi summary’. Ferdinand tortures the Duchess who is now a captive. Bosola asks Ferdinand to stop his torture, but to no success.

Ferdinand then sends executioners to strangle the Duchess. Her children also meet their death. Bosola then decides to take revenge. The cardinal also kills his mistress after revealing his murder involvement.

The Duchess of Malfi summary themes take a dark turn towards the end. Bososla is successful in killing the Cardinal. However, both Bososla and Ferdinand later kill one another.  At the end of ‘The Duchess of Malfi summary’, Antonio and the oldest son become heir to Malfi.

Conclusion
The Duchess of Malfi summary is a play that involves love, revenge and violence.

